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Fresh arguments and remonstrances against
the inutility of continuing at sea, contending
with the elements without a hope of successfully
opposing them, were again poured upon me at
the moment of my crawling from my cabin,
even before I could raise myself from my posi-
tion of all-fours to meet my adversaries face to
face.
The captain and the crew were as strenuous
as before in their opinions that we should return
to port, where, they said, they had the pleasure
of living chiefly on shore ; of hearing the news
and chit-chat of the coffee-houses; and where
they slept tranquilly every night: whereas here,
besides the toil and fatigue of buffetting the
winds and waves, their food was scanty, their
nights passed in constant watching, and their
apprehensions of danger kept alive by the length
of the darkness and the nature of the coast*
If the crew, however, were earnest in their
advice, the passengers were vehement in their
declamation, and scrupled not to call me " an
ignorant and headstrong fool/' for persisting in
a course which, without one apparent advantage
resulting from it, positively prolonged the
suffering and inconvenience of every one on
board, and seemed like a defiance of the Al-
mighty Power, by courting an unnecessary
exposure to certain and -continual risk*